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the skysctapers in Manhattan, people—in one way or another, whether they know it or
not—are always worshiping.
In today's secular society, men
and women worship either themselves, their institutions, their heroes, or their ideas. Whatever it is
in human nature, it cries out to
worship something. Perhaps humans, in their alienation, fears, and
epistemological and existential ignorance, need to find something
to give them meaning and purpose
in life. That which does, or at least
what they think does, is what they
bestow their adoration and praise
upon. It's what they, in short, worship.
For that reason, all through the
Hebrew Scriptures, God is constantly calling His people to worship Him and Him alone. Why?
Because as Creator and Redeemer,
He alone is worthy of worship. "O
LORD of hosts, God of Israel, the
One who dwells between the cherubim, You are God, You alone, of
all the kingdoms of the earth. You
have made heaven and earth"
(Isaiah 37:16, NKJV). "Thus says
the LORD, your Redeemer, the
Holy One of Israel: 'For your sake
I will send to Babylon, and bring
them all down as fugitives—the
Chaldeans, who rejoice in their
ships'" (Isaiah 43:14, NKJV).

Unfortunately, beginning with
the golden calf that Aaron made
after the Exodus, up through the
idolatry in the Temple so vividly
depicted by Ezekiel, Israel had a
problem in keeping their worship
focused on the Lord. Of course,
that's not just a Hebrew problem.
It persists today, in every land and
with every people. Sure, we're too
sophisticated to worship statues of
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gold and proclaim, "These are our
gods!" Instead, we worship other
things just as vain, empty, fruitless,
and temporal as statues of wood,
stone, and gold.
In Hebrew, the root word for
worship means, basically, "to bow
down," to "become prostrate."
Thus, the word itself implies the
grandeur of what's supposed to be
worshiped. We should bow down
and be prostrate before the Lord,
the Creator, nothing else, because
everything else depends solely
upon Him. To worship anything

else is worship the object, not the
subject.
In fact, people "bow down" to
things at their own level, or even
lower. They worship and serve
the creature or the creation more
than the Creator. Anything we
love more than God, anything
we desire more than God, anything we care about more than
God, we worship. At Sinai, Israel was told to have no other
gods before the Lord. The principle still holds today, for all humanity.
What is the cure for modernday idolatry? It's the same cure
that the Hebrews needed as well.
Mankind needs a glimpse of the
majesty, the power, the love, and
the grandeur of the Lord. In
light of that, all else fades away,
all else is seen in its existential
baseness and evanescence. A
view of God is the closest view
of objective reality we can ever
have, and only from that perspective can we see just how
empty, void, and vain all other
worship is. Only with a view of
God can we realize that He alone
is w o r t h y of our a d o r a t i o n ,
praise, and worship. Only with
a view of God, as revealed in His
written word and in His created
works, can we understand that
anything else we worship is as
vain, empty, and fleeting as a
golden calf.
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